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DACA 
supporters 
prepare for 
big push 


BY FRANCO ORDONEZ, 
EMILY CADEI AND ANDREA DRUSCH 


McClatchy Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON 

With prospects dimming for a 
deal this year to prevent young 
Dreamers from deportation, 
sympathetic groups are planning 
a massive push over the next 
few weeks to force the issue 
back to the top of Washington’s 
agenda. 

Activists see their December 
bid as their last shot to save 
about 800,000 young immi- 
grants protected by the Obama- 
era Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals, or DACA, pro- 
gram. 

They face a tough challenge, 
with the White House focused 
on tax reform and Congress 
reluctant to act quickly to save 
the program. 

The administration an- 
nounced in September DACA’s 
termination would come after a 
six-month delay to give Con- 
gress time to pass a legislative 
fix that might allow people here 
illegally to stay in the only coun- 
try many of them have ever 
known. 

The initiatives to save the 
immigrants from deportation 
start next week, when caravans 
of Dreamers will start arriving in 
Washington. Activists are plan- 
ning rallies in front of the White 
House, sit-ins on Capitol Hill 
and other possible acts of civil 
disobedience. 

“People are throwing every- 
thing at the wall because they 
see this as the moment,” said 
Jeremy Robbins, executive di- 
rector of the Partnership for a 
New American Economy, which 
is working with Republicans and 
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Since you #readlocal, we 
thought you'd like to 
#shoplocal, too. We're 
celebrating the holidays by 
supporting local small 
businesses across the 
country with 
shoptrending.com. It’s easy 
to find local favorites with 
shoptrending.com, for 
example, Idaho spud candy, 
Sonoma cheeses and 
chocolates, Kansas City 
prime rib, Kentucky 
bourbon barrel heads, 
North Carolina and Texas 
barbecue and Florida 
honey. Thanks for 
supporting local small 
businesses. 
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Divisive housing votes 
herald Raleigh council shift 


BY HENRY GARGAN 
AND PAUL A. SPECHT 


hgargan@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Some city leaders campaigned 
on the idea that they could pro- 
tect neighborhoods and help 
make Raleigh more affordable. 
But since the October election, 
they’ve struggled to find that 
balance. 

Following a divisive election 
season that often focused on 
housing affordability, the Ra- 
leigh City Council this month 
has balked at a trio of ideas that 
advocates say would benefit 


residents struggling to find 
housing within their budget. 

On Tuesday, the council op- 
posed a change to city ordi- 
nances that would allow short- 
term rentals, such as Airbnb, to 
operate in Raleigh. Supporters 
said it would help some resi- 
dents generate income they 
could use for rent. 

Council members also shot 
down a proposal to convert two 
city-owned historic properties at 
the corner of Cabarrus and 
Bloodworth streets into a co- 
living development targeting 
lower-income workers down- 
town. 


And on Nov. 8, the council 
declined to expedite a vote al- 
lowing residents to live in 
accessory dwelling units, 
commonly referred to as “gran- 
ny flats” or “backyard cottages.” 

These moves come a month 
before political newcomers 
replace two of the council’s 
more pro-growth members, 
meaning Raleigh’s governing 
body will soon be controlled by 
members who favor a more 
cautious approach to growth. 

It’s common for residents of 
growing cities to elect protec- 
tionist candidates if they feel 
like new development has add- 


ed too much traffic, noise or 
unwanted activity around their 
neighborhoods, said Mack Paul, 
a local development attorney. 
“Candidates or elected offi- 
cials who are running on a plat- 
form of neighborhoods’ con- 
cerns are going to resonate toa 
greater degree as cities grow 
and become denser,” Paul said. 
But, as property values rise, 
Mayor Nancy McFarlane says 
her colleagues’ anti-growth 
sentiments are impeding pro- 
gress that would make Raleigh 
more affordable. On Tuesday, 
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Vegan Thanksgiving in Durham 
is becoming holiday tradition 


PHOTOS BY CASEY TOTH ctoth@heraldsun.com 


Pravin K. Shah dishes out a helping of lasagna Thursday at the Triangle Vegetarian Society’s annual vegan Thanksgiving meal at the 
Parizade restaurant in Durham. The group started hosting public Thanksgiving meals in 1993. 


BY LYNN BONNER 
lbonner@newsobserver.com 


DURHAM 

Forget the turkey. 

There wasn’t anything even 
resembling a carved up bird at 
what is considered the biggest 
vegan Thanksgiving feast in 
the country. 

People waiting outside the 
Parizade restaurant ahead of 
their seating times said they 
weren’t going to miss the 
meat. They were among the 
more than 600 people who 
bought tickets for this year’s 
annual vegan holiday meal the 
Triangle Vegetarian Society 
hosts. 

Tony Strother, who has been 
vegan for 15 years, waited 
outside the restaurant with 
eight family members. A few 


The Triangle Vegetarian Society's annual vegan Thanksgiving meal 
is a showcase for plant-based dishes. More than 600 diners 
bought tickets for this year’s feast in Durham. 


in the family were vegan or 
vegetarian, but all were look- 
ing forward to a Thanksgiving 
of plant-based dishes. 


“It is so good,” said Strother, 
45, who was attending the 
society’s Thanksgiving meal 
for the fourth time. “You feel 


like you’re doing something 
for the people that you love, 
for the critters, and for the 
planet.” 

The feast is a showcase for 
the variety and flavor of vegan 
cuisine, with tempeh vegetable 
pilaf, spinach artichoke lasag- 
na, roasted garlic olive oil 
mashed potatoes, apple pecan 
stuffing, raspberry cranberry 
relish and other dishes spread 
across tables prepped for a 
buffet-style service. An artistic 
display of cupcakes, coffee 
cake, black bean brownies and 
other goodies waited on dess- 
ert tables. 

Tofu turkey hasn’t been on 
the menu since the society’s 
first public Thanksgiving event 
in 1993. 

“We didn’t want anything 
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